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KWAJALLIN, MARSHALL ISLANDS - APC AP 965955

in "4 Postal History/Cancellation 5%udy of the U.3. Pacifie Islands”
Sab Murphy lists cancellstions and All Purpose Date Stamps used at
Kwajalein Post Office up ta 1980, Addenda Mo, 1 further extends
cates of use of some of these devices, Two furtker extensions are
shkown below.

Yurphy Figure 1.7 extend %o April 11 1984
Murphy Figure 1,12 extend to April 24 198k

According to Murpny in 1980 end my correspondence with a civilian quf,?// lf L‘_
worker on Kwajalein in late 1983 the Post Office was administered

by Global Associlates - a civilian contractor hired by the Department
of Defence to provide utilities and other services for the base.

The post office was operated as a braneh of the Honoluiu Hawaii Post
0ffice and this status was reflected in wording of cancellations and
APDS used, However mail was carried to and from the islsand by
military transport under the irstructions of the Military Postal
servicges.

On May 2 1984% the Marshall Islands achieved postal independance and
probably as. a result the Kwajalein Fost Office came under the centrol
of the Army Postal Service. Daetestamps and APDS were changed to
reflect the new status. In 1991 Bernd Keuhaus received letters from
the Postmaster and later a clerk at Kwajalein Post Uffice. The FPost-
nzster signed herself "Betty Ann McCombe, S8G USA Postmaster" and the

(

clerk "Specialist dleece Pilarcazyk SPC, USA, Postal Clerk”, This T licnanf
suggests that in 1991 the Post Office was staffed by military personmel. /%, D :
Uhis change may well have taken place on May 2 198k, / AUG QB AR ™ i
Two different 4 Ber cencellations have been seen dated 2 May 198k, f' o _mm?&anS'
neither includes the APQ rumber and can only be identified as Kwajalein ]L(% L TR
from the printed return address orn the envelopes. Illustration 2/h { ' o

[}

tas the "K' of SERVICE slightly below the third bar wnile illustraiion
2/5 has the "EM of SEHVICE level with the fourth bar. I1lustration
2/6 appears to be 2/ witn 96555 fitted below the date. These "ARMY
POSTAL SERVICE™ 4 bar cancellations are probably "relief® cancellations
which can quickly be adapted for use at any AFQ by inserting the APOQ
number below the date.

Illustration Numper Period Seen -
2/% May 2 1984 %o 2
2/5 May 2 1984 to  ? _
2/6 dugust 16 198L% to December 1B 1584
2/7 July 3 1984 to ?

{(tturpny Figure 1,7 with AFPC Ko, added above the date)
2/8 Avgust 11 1984 to April 21 1986

2/9 February 27 1987 to 2

2/106 January 20 1988 to April 21 1968
{FPossibly 2/4 distorted by use 2

2/11 30 sugust 1984 to 17 kay 1991

in addition to 2/11 eignt further very similar AFDS are used at

Kwajalein Post Office, Correspondence betweer Bernd Neuhaus and

Fosy Oftfice staff confirms that there are 6 APDS with the figures

1 to & following the AFO nusber anc cne with the word "PARENT®

zimilarly placed. Additionally & device exists wibth She word "COPEM
Zollowing the APO number. This is oelisved %o be the initials of
Custodian Of Postal diffects. The correspondence indicates that these
APDS are used to identify She individual finance clerks (Counter Clrrks!)
"processiop the piece of mail Yor rostage'. I'ne writer go«s on to
say that possibly in a lerger Post Office "PARDKT'" would identily the
Yead Clerk or Supsrvisor buis that Keajalein is a swall faecility wishk
tie clerks identificd by PPAXXTY and 1 thru 6 AFDS. {iio reports have
soen recsived of "5 peing seen)



