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FrDLEATEDL STATIS OF HICKUNESIA
The Postal Datestamps of the Four Main Fost O0ffices:

On July 12, 1984 bhe Federated States of Hieronesia took responsibility
from the Iited States Fostal Service for most aspects of the F.8.M.
Fostal Services.

The Federated States of Micronesin Postal Service izsuesd their own
postape stamps on July 12 198k, U.3. Postage Glamps were invalidated
from the some date, (George L. Mactado Jr, has contirmed this with the
F.5.H. Foslmaster General?. However a few covers have been seen with
U.5. FPostare staups cancelled alfber July 11 1984,

The four Foust Uffices then in existance, Ponape (FPohnpei), Yap, Kosrae,
and Truk (Chuuk) continued to use the existing U.8. h=DBar and double
cire’e datestamps for a further four yenrs, labbterly side by side with
FoRFO datestanmps,

‘this study will abtempt to bridge the gap between postal merkings
recerded by Lobert T. Murphy in ™A Postal Hisotry/Cancellation Study of
Ehe Tok. Pagifie Islands™ and the setting up of Lhe Federated States of
Micronesia Poslal Service and then earry the record forward to the
present date,

Tho stuldy will appear as a series it the next few editions of he

Mo, Pacific Islands tulletin, Corrections, criticism and comments
wnld be giont welcoue,

Introduection

Foutal Uatezsbtamps vused since July 12 1984 ean be sntit into § proups.
Group 1@ trior Lo postal indepcndance the four Post Officen used bwo
types of poasitnl datestamp. A single cirele Lype with 4% bars to the

ripht (4-Bar) was used to cancel stamps and a douvble ecircle was used,
mostly with red ink, to datestawp documents and on hegistered Mail,

it also occasionally to eancel stamps, Host of thte double cirels
datestamps included the of fice name around the top and tte abbreviation
L0 or USES st bthe bottom. Following postal independance the Yap

and Kosrae Fort Uffices remov: d the letlers 'UST or 'USPO' frow these
datestemps wile Lhe Truk and Ponape Fost Uffdces continued to use them
unchanpoed, The Double Circle dateslamps nt Truk and Kosrae ineluded

the lotiter: "I'TY after the office name, 'TTY was the correct abbrevirtod
address eode for the offices at thet time, although it was rarely used.

It was also an abbreviation of Trust Territory - ceferring to the statusg
of tte terpitoery as pert of the U.5. Trust Territory of the Facific Islands.
Foasibly for this r ason éne datastamp as Kosrae bezd not only the lettors
TP renoved but alseo Lhe whole of the 'UBPO' inscription.

The LaBars used at Kosrae and I'ruk alse inelnded the 'TT! inseription.
initially one of the Kosrae b bars had this removed, the other ove
cotinued in use lor a further two years or so before the YWY inseription
Wi roemovod, The Truk hebBar continued in uce unallered until the datestanmp
wan roplocod.

Group 2 Ttese 'French type! datestamps were introdueced on May 1 1986,
and have been seen used wlth both Black and Bed ink. I have never seen
them used nn commercial covers. and would appreciste photocopies of any
commoreial covers in readers collections for illustration in this serics..
I'he datestamps were probably int.nded as counler datestamps, The wording
on Ehem s nnusual in that it inelndes not only Lhe oftfice nzme and the
initilals FOM but alse either Western or Eeastern Caroline Islends,

Althought Lhese words or more usualtly the abbreviations WCI or LCI are
aften seen as part of the addr ss on commercial mail i this poriod it

had never been used on any postal marking.

The antting of the dateslugs on these datestamps iz unlike those seen

on any other FSNIQ datastamp, A1l other date:itawps ave seb up in the
Uebe tiay e,g. HOHTH/DAY/ YEAR, These 'Freneh Type! datestanps use only
numuers and fellow the buropean pattern e.g. DAY/HOHTE/Yhall. There is
alway? a dash (- ) in front of the month slug which appears to make if
jmpossible to assemble in the UJS. way. Une such attempt has been seen
{rom Lrulk,

To e Conbtinned,



