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THE BIKINI ATOLL POSTMARKS OF 1986

BIKINI ATOLL
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This cnvelope was carried to
BIKINT ATOLL
by Dr. larl L. Stone, a member
Aikini Atoll Rehabilitation Committee.
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INlustration 11/1

Jixinl auoll has cever tad a fuliy :_nctloﬂlng

Civil Post «frice wut postal datestamps bezring

he came '5iKinl atoll' Lo exist,

Iilustrasion 1171 Jruus 3 ACVe: Searing one suco
postal Jéu,:tan u‘ted I oJul 13fb,

The Iirsv sSning g tand about nhils cover is
Shat, wn 1AH SLe travel to Sikini atolil,
the postal dates amp did nos -- it was applied at
ure Marsnall Isiends Priletelic Bureau in Wasnitgton
LJ.\J.

BUT.ausss 1%t was 2ot uce only jatcstamp of this
design. Al ldentical ¥irst Day of Issue Datestamp
was used on 7 March 1986 on ¥irst Day Covers of

the 32 and #5 definitive map stamps. Uniike ths

1 jul 1986 datestamp wnicn, it is oelizved, was

only uased al the Weshingion D.C. Bureau the

7 tiaren 1986 rirst Day of Issue datestamp was used
at Hajuro, at the Wasningten D.C. Jureau ..., 48D
ALSC AT BuKINI,

Haren 7, 1986 marked tne LOtn Anniversary of the
renovai to Roogerlk atoll ol the Bikini peopie.

ihe darsnall Islands Postai dervice chose this day
to issue ithe 22 and £5% definitive Map sta..ps.

The #% stamp features a map of 3ikini atoll,

JSPPS Director at Large, Wiiliam R, Hanson, suggested
2s5tanlisning a one day only Post Uffice on Bikini
AnG designed a special postmark depicting an ancient
wavigatar's stick chart from wne Jishop Museum in
dawaii and donated it fo the Farstall islands Postal
Gervice (MIPB), MIP5 accerted spe suggestion, a
special aone Jday Posu Ollice was authorised, an
ACE*;& Postmaster appointed and arrpnpementa Aade
Jor him to travel to oikind atoll, whicn at that
time nad neo sermanent populeticn. (1)

“he T Earch 1986 Jatestamp

.

uge oI rhis Jdatestanc
fikini Story® sy George

The uackg‘cund story e

is zovered In detail i "The
L. Hacraco Jr, {2} ro f=o sccess to indormation
Jrom carshall Isiands Festal dfficials incliuaing
HI'e donn Lokiar., Ihe vasic Jacts are Lhat a
Hdarshail Islands Pesial Officiai, Mr., Jorn Lokiar

(Lalear) travelled to J4k1q1 Atoll »pm or arcund
darcn 7 1986 carrying with nim 200 arteralt covers
to wrich ne ad ocrevigus: affixed nae aew g%
Gap staap. ne also zarried one Firss Zay ol
Lsszusz ,qtestanp. A% thet time 3ikini had oo
scneduled alr service so dr, Loviar took advanlage
o2l a sopeclal fliget carrylug a2 delegation of
olficiais %o the iszland. On arrival at bikini fe
et up zis one day otly 2ikcini Postal dubeStation
in the stadow oI the aircralt and agplisd che
speeial First Jay of 1ssue latestamp to the 200
covers he carried, Only these govers wers
ghysically nandssamped on Sikini. ail carricd
only the #5 stamp and were addéressad in green ink.
The covers, accompanied by a Letvter from Tomaid
<uda, Mayor of Sikini/Kili/njit Local Government
Council vwere presented %o those Zlkinians who were
aoved of)l %he atoll in 1946 and wno were alive in
March 1986 and also to {riends of the 3ikini people
Wwho had helped over sthe years. Most of the
people removed Lrom Bikini Atcll irn 1946 and Sreir
descendants row live on Kili.

he levfer is headed SIKINI/XILI/&sIT COUNCIL,
Fl i, warsnrgll Islands and is dated Maren 7 “980..
Iis "Eada Dear Friend, It .ives me .reat plcasure
to send you a Llrst—any izsue o the new [ive
dollar darskall Islacas definitive ssamp depicting
Bikinl atoil, The svacp is seing issued on
vareh 7 to soincide with our peopie’'s commemoration
of the Wtr anniversary of our removal from dikini..
A ane—uay only postal susstatica nas osen @staclisked
2% Zikini atoll for the special oceasion of tne
issuance 9f tnis stamp, and tnis _evser i1s ome of
anly two nundred that fas oeen eancelled oo 3ikind
today, Hareh 7. These two nundred _etsers are
veing 3ent Lo those 3ikinians wno were movec off
dikini on warch 7, 1946 and are still alive today,
as well as %o people, iike you, friends ol tie 3Bikini
people wno have neliped us over ithe vears,.
sinccrely, Tomeki Juda, Mayor, Jikini/Mili/oiic
Loeal uavernment Couneii". Mr. Joun Lokisr{Lakwiar),
tbe postal slerk wro applisd ihe Fipst Day of Issue




